from values before treatment; seven patients had a rise of more than 10%. The mean sputum weight during treatment was 15-1 (range 0-5-54-2) g.
Discussion
The techniques used in this study did not produce a fall in Sao2. There was a marginal increase in SaO2 during treatment and a tendency for Sao2 to rise during the clapping phase. We conclude that Sao2 does not fall during chest physiotherapy when thoracic expansion exercises are combined with chest clapping and sufficient pauses for relaxatiOn and breathing control are interspersed during the active cycle of breathing techniques.
